ELMHURST CITY CENTRE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MINUTES OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

HELD ON JUNE 22, 2010

A meeting of the Board of Directors of Elmhurst City Centre was held on June 22, 2010 at Elmhurst City Hall, pursuant to notice given to each of the Directors.


The following Directors were present:

Commercial Property
Merchant Members
Residential Property
Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio (Ald.)
Jeff Budgell

Phyllis Butt

Joe Merle

Tom Borchert
Kevin York
Margie Fitzharris

Charles Mueller

John Klink (Alt.)  
 M. Tegmeyer


          Willis Johnson

Kevin O’Keeffe







Christy Sopko






The following Directors were not in attendance at the meeting:

Commercial Property
Merchant Members
Residential Property
Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio (Ald.)
Frank Catalano

Natalie Zysko-Leuzzi
Annette Armstrong
John Quigley
Diane Gutenkauf
Ed Conway




   Susan Danner (Alt.)


Stephen Hipskind






   K. Dombrauskas (Alt.) 


Paula Pezza







Barrett Gleixner  






   John Peake (Alt.)







Brian Murphy

Also present at the meeting were Michael Kopp, Assistant City Manager; Tom Paravola, Executive Director from the City Centre Office; and Julie La Monica, City Centre marketing creative and project management contractor.   

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. 

No City Centre members were present to address the Board.  
The Board turned to consideration of the minutes of its May monthly meeting.  Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the minutes of the regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors held on May 22, 2010 were approved, as presented.

The Board turned to consideration of reports from and on Alliance members.
Mr. Borchert reported on several matters involving the City of Elmhurst, including matters under consideration concerning the status of the Hahn Street and Addison Street development projects.  
Ms. Tegmeyer reported on several matters involving the City’s Visitor and Tourism office. 

Mr. Paravola briefly reported on matters involving or of possible interest to City Centre, as discussed at the May 28th  meeting of the Economic Development Commission. 
Mr. Paravola reported that while he had not attended the most recent meeting of the Mayor’s Bicycle Task Force, he would stay in communication with the Task Force’s bike rack/bike storage committee as to the placing of additional bike racks in the City Centre area.
Ms. Butt reported that the Elmhurst Cool Cities Coalition was finalizing the plans for its annual Green Fest on July 31st.

Mr. Borchert and Mr. Kopp departed from the meeting.


The Board turned to consideration of regular monthly and informational reports from the Executive Director.

Mr. Paravola briefly reviewed the Statement of Assets, Liabilities and Net Assets as of May 31, 2010 and the composite year to date Statement of Revenue and Expenses for the month of May, as prepared by Max Results based on information provided by the Office, as included in the meeting packets.  
Mr. Paravola briefly reviewed, for informational purposes, the Notes of the June meeting of the Budget Committee, as had been included in the meeting packets.  Mr. Paravola noted that the Downtown Services Committee and the Marketing and Promotion Committee would be meeting in July. 
Mr. Paravola reported, as regards follow-up and pending matters, that he had been in contact with the authoritative parties at the Illinois Department of Revenue and been definitively advised that City Centre as an entity does not qualify as a municipal body with elected officials, as is required to enter into a sales tax agreement with the State.  Mr. Paravola further reported that, based on such definitive guidance from the Department of Revenue, he had met with Ms. Gaston and Mr. Trosien at the City Finance Department to further discuss possibilities and approaches for the City to share some types of area sales tax information with City Centre.  Mr. Paravola advised that he had reached agreement with the City for the City to provide to City Centre, once a year, general TIF 1 sales tax information provided by the State to the City on a June 30 fiscal year basis, set forth by general SIC code categories in order to ensure that the City remains in compliance with Illinois law limiting disclosure of sales tax information.
Further as regards follow-up and pending matters, Mr. Paravola reported that he was still in the process of addressing what might be done to improve the condition of a number of the tree grates around the area, as had been raised by Mr. Conway and discussed by the Board at its last meeting.
The Board turned to consideration of financial matters.
Mr. Budgell reviewed the Budget Committee’s recommended resolutions for adoption by the Board with respect to the appropriations for both Special Service Areas to be recommended by the Board to the Elmhurst City Council.  Mr. Budgell reported that the Budget Committee’s view continued to be consistent with prior years, that the maximum possible appropriations should be recommended to the City every year as a matter of practice and principle, in order to have available the greatest amount of flexibility possible in the annual budget process.  Mr. Budgell noted that the discussion of the actual tax levies in the fall would be much more significant, in light of being in the new circumstances of having declining EAV for the first time since inception of the TIF and the special service areas.

Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the Directors of SSA #6 adopted the following resolution:

Resolved, that it is recommended to the City of Elmhurst that the City appropriate to the maximum for the 2010 annual rate for property taxes with respect to Special Service Area Number Six, using a 2% rate and using an estimate of a 10% decrease from 2009 EAV.
Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the Directors of SSA #7 adopted the following resolution:

Resolved, that it is recommended to the City of Elmhurst that the City appropriate to the maximum for the 2010 annual rate for property taxes with respect to Special Service Area Number Seven, using a .5% rate and using an estimate of a 10% decrease from 2009 EAV.

The Board turned to consideration of general corporate matters.
Mr. Paravola reported on and the Board briefly reviewed some of the City Centre member comments made at the June 15th “Parking Forum” undertaken by the Member Education and Networking Committee as one of its networking events.  Mr. Paravola noted that a second such event was scheduled for June 29th for City Centre members to attend and share their concerns and suggestions on area parking matters.  Mr. Paravola further reported that he had again met with City staff to continue the discussion of parking issues being considered by the City as of the current highest priority and the completion of an updated inventory analysis of all available City Centre parking spaces.    Mr. Paravola advised that, as previously discussed, he would coordinate the scheduling of the initial meeting of the Parking Committee after the second member parking forum.

Mr. Paravola distributed and reviewed the two drafts of possible amendments to the Elmhurst City Centre By-Laws regarding attendance requirements for members of the Board, as had been previously distributed to and reviewed with the Board over the course of the prior two Board meetings.  Mr. Paravola noted the key points of each version of amendment, and highlighted the difference in structural approach involved in the two versions.  Following discussion, upon motion duly made, seconded and carried with all in favor with the exception of nay votes by Mr. Mueller and Mr. O’Keeffe, the Board approved amendment of the Elmhurst City Centre By-Laws to incorporate therein a new Section 7.10 “Attendance Standards” as attached hereto as Exhibit A.

Mr. Johnson noted the procedural issues he believed were involved in having an amendment to the By-Laws become effective; and Mr. Paravola advised that he would address the required process for implementation of the amendment to the By-Laws concerning Board member attendance requirements.
Mr. Paravola called the Board’s attention to the Notes of the Budget Committee meeting of June 9th, during which he had suggested to the Budget Committee that he thought it would be appropriate for that committee to initially consider the development of a draft long term strategic plan for City Centre, the development of which had been a suggestion by Mr. Catalano that City Centre should have a five year plan for future goals.  The Board was in agreement with Mr. Paravola’s suggestion that the Budget Committee give initial consideration to the development of a draft long term strategic plan.

Mr. Paravola reviewed a “Schedule For 2010 Nomination and Election of Directors,” as had been included in the meeting packets, and briefly noted the descriptions included in the Schedule of the requirements for and purposes of Nominating and Teller Committees.  Mr. Budgell advised that he had requested Mr. Paravola to determine which Board members were both not up for election and had not most recently served on either of the two committees, and that based on such input from Mr. Paravola, he suggested that he, Mr. O’Keeffe and Ms. Tegmeyer be appointed as the Nominating Committee, and that Mr. Conway, Ms. Sopko and Mr. Gleixner be appointed as the Teller Committee.

Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, Mr. Budgell, Mr. O’Keeffe and Ms. Tegmeyer were appointed to act as the Nominating Committee for the 2010 election of Commercial Property Owner and Merchant Member directors.

Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, Mr. Conway, Ms. Sopko and Mr. Gleixner were appointed to act as the Teller Committee for the 2010 election of Commercial Property Owner and Merchant Member directors.

Mr. Budgell noted that no items were included on the agenda under reports/discussion/action regarding SSA #7 maintenance area matters.  Mr. Paravola reported that the Downtown Services Committee would be meeting on Tuesday July 13th to consider recommendations to the Board for the 2010 holiday season decorating contract and the 2010/2011 snow removal contract.
The Board turned to consideration of SSA #6 Business Area matters.  
Mr. Paravola noted that “thumbnail” schedules of recent advertising activity had been included in the meeting packets, for informational purposes.  
Mr. Paravola briefly reported on recently completed and ongoing 2010 summer events, including the City’s official “opening” ceremony for the City Centre Plaza and Schiller Court, the public art display and Cool Cars.   
Mr. Paravola reported on the progress of his work to place additional bicycle racks in the City Centre area.  
No other old business matters were raised for consideration.  
The Board turned to consideration of new business matters.  

Mr. Johnson stated that he was very concerned about power outages, most notably what appeared to be the non-weather related outages, and that he had been calling Com Ed but had not been receiving any satisfactory response.  It was agreed that Mr. Paravola would make further note of the matter to City officials.

It was noted that the next meeting of the Board was scheduled for Tuesday July 27, 2010 at 7:30 a.m. at City Hall.  
There being no other business to come before the Board of Directors, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 a.m.









________________________________









         Secretary
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