ELMHURST CITY CENTRE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MINUTES OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

HELD ON JUNE 24, 2008

A meeting of the Board of Directors of Elmhurst City Centre was held on June 24, 2008 at Elmhurst City Hall, pursuant to notice given to each of the Directors.


The following Directors were present:

Commercial Property
Merchant Members
Residential Property
Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio (Ald.)
Jeff Budgell

Phyllis Butt

Barrett Gleixner

Tom Borchert

Frank Catalano

Kevin O’Keeffe

Joe Merle

John Quigley


                    Margie Fitzharris

Christy Sopko

Brian Murphy

M. Tegmeyer



Willis Johnson

Natalie Zysko-Leuzzi





The following Directors were not in attendance at the meeting:

Commercial Property
Merchant Members
Residential Property
Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio (Ald.)
Ed Conway

Charles Mueller

Annette Armstrong
John Said
John Gow





   

   Glen Carley (Alt.)


Diane Gutenkauf






   Susan Danner (Alt.)


Stephen Hipskind





Michael Regan

Also present at the meeting were Tom Paravola, Executive Director from the City Centre Office; and Martha Corner, City of Elmhurst Economic Development Manager.   

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 a.m. 

No City Centre members were present to address the Board.

Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the minutes of the regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors held on May 27, 2008 were approved, as presented.


The Board turned to consideration of reports from and on Alliance members.
Mr. Borchert reported on several matters involving the City of Elmhurst, including the status of the City Council’s consideration of the Hahn Street project, upcoming repairs to be made to Palmer Drive, upcoming streetscaping work to be undertaken on York Road and reconstruction of the City Centre and police plazas, and construction of additional commuter parking spots along the rail line.
Mr. Quigley reported on several matters involving the Elmhurst Chamber of Commerce, including providing an assessment of the recently concluded Elmfest event.  
Mr. Paravola reported on City Centre’s promotional activity at Elmfest, and on the Elmfest survey of City Centre merchant members that the City Centre office would be conducting, as was referenced in the Elmfest initiatives as had previously been approved by the Board.

Ms. Tegmeyer reported on several matters involving the City’s Visitor and Tourism office.


Mr. Budgell noted that Retail Recruitment Consultant Cathy Maloney’s May written report had been included in the meeting packets.   
The Board turned to consideration of regular monthly and informational reports from the Executive Director.
Mr. Paravola briefly reviewed the year to date financial statements as of May 31, 2008, as had been included in the meeting packet, as prepared by Max Results based on information provided by the Office.  Mr. Paravola noted that the financial statements were the accountant’s first attempt to set forth on a monthly basis the separate SSA accounting previously approved by the Board, and that he would be working with the accountant to fine tune the formatting.  Mr. Johnson suggested a change to one of the column headings on the financial statements.

Mr. Paravola reported that he had received notice from the City that the City had determined in its process of closing fiscal year 2008 that a final distribution of the 2006 tax levy was due to SSA #6 in the amount of $47,768.94, but that the City’s year end review also had determined that there had been an over distribution of the 2006 tax levy to SSA #7 in the amount of $8,815.36, which would have to be repaid to the City.  Mr. Paravola advised that he would address this matter with the City Finance Department, and that he would reflect the final fiscal year end tax levy determinations by the City in the selective accrual basis financial statement analysis he was preparing, to accurately reflect financial results compared to budget and separate accounting for the SSAs for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2008, a draft of which he had reviewed with the Board at its previous meeting.  
Mr. Paravola briefly reviewed the Notes of the June meetings of the Budget Committee and the Member Education and Networking Committee, as had been included in the meeting packets for informational purposes.  Mr. Paravola noted that the Downtown Services Committee and the Marketing and Promotion Committee had not met in June.

Mr. Borchert departed from the meeting.


The Board turned to consideration of financial matters.


Mr. Budgell reviewed the Budget Committee’s recommended resolutions for adoption by the Board with respect to the appropriations for both Special Service Areas to be recommended by the Board to the Elmhurst City Council.  Mr. Budgell noted that the appropriations acted essentially as placeholders to establish maximum possible tax levies, and not the actual levies to be made for property taxes, which was a matter which the Board would consider in the fall for recommendations to be made to the City.  Mr. Budgell reported that the Budget Committee’s view, after extensive discussion, was that the maximum possible appropriations should be recommended to the City every year as a matter of practice and principle, in order to have available the greatest amount of flexibility possible in the annual budget process.

Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the Directors of SSA #6 adopted the following resolution:

Resolved, that it is recommended to the City of Elmhurst that the City appropriate to the maximum for the 2008 annual rate for property taxes with respect to Special Service Area Number Six, using a 2% rate and using an estimate of a 4% increase over 2007 EAV.
Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the Directors of SSA #7 adopted the following resolution:

Resolved, that it is recommended to the City of Elmhurst that the City appropriate to the maximum for the 2008 annual rate for property taxes with respect to Special Service Area Number Seven, using a .5% rate and using an estimate of a 4% increase over 2007 EAV.


The Board turned to consideration of general corporate matters.
Mr. Paravola reviewed a Schedule for 2008 Nomination and Election of Directors From Commercial Property Owner and Merchant Member Classes, including description therein of the requirements for and purposes of Nominating and Teller Committees.  Mr. Budgell suggested that Ms. Fitzharris, Ms. Sopko and Ms. Tegmeyer be appointed as the Nominating Committee, and that Ms. Butt, Mr. Catalano and Mr. Gleixner be appointed as the Teller Committee.
Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, Ms. Fitzharris, Ms. Sopko and Ms. Tegmeyer were appointed to act as the Nominating Committee for the 2008 election of Commercial Property Owner and Merchant Member directors.

Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, Ms. Butt, Mr. Catalano and Mr. Gleixner were appointed to act as the Teller Committee for the 2008 election of Commercial Property Owner and Merchant Member directors.

The Board turned to consideration of SSA #7 Maintenance Area matters.  

Mr. Paravola reported on his work with American Gardens and the Elmhurst Public Works Department to effectuate the general realignment of the concrete planters throughout the City Centre area.
Mr. Paravola reviewed a June 23, 2008 memorandum to the Board which he had prepared regarding the 2008/2009 snow removal contract.  Mr. Catalano raised and the Board discussed the question of whether there was any way to buy magnesium chloride in bulk versus bags.  Following discussion, upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the Board approved contracting with RB Enterprises for 2008/2009 snow removal on the terms proposed, as described in Mr. Paravola’s memorandum to the Board; subject to further review as to possibilities for purchasing magnesium chloride in bulk.
Mr. Johnson requested that, for next year, the Downtown Services Committee consider a vendor for snow removal services that was currently providing such services to downtown Oak Park.

Mr. Paravola reported that the Downtown Services Committee would be considering the matter of the 2008 holiday season landscaping/decorating contract at its July meeting.


The Board turned to consideration of SSA #6 Business Area matters.  
Mr. Paravola reviewed the Member Seminar Survey form which the Office was utilizing to obtain Merchant Member input for the Member Education and Networking Committee, as to possible seminars which might be sponsored by City Centre.  Mr. Catalano suggested a seminar possibility involving Inland and the topic of lifestyle centers, and Ms. Fitzharris advised that the committee would consider this suggestion in the pool of topics for possible seminars. 
The Board turned to consideration of new business matters.
Mr. Catalano reported that merchants south of the tracks, along with the Chamber of Commerce, were hosting a south of the tracks area block party on June 25th, noting that residents of Crescent Court were invited to attend.

Mr. Merle inquired as to who should be consulted as to installing additional crosswalks at the York and Adelaide intersection, and Mr. Paravola responded that he would make inquiry to the City regarding this matter.
Ms. Fitzharris raised the issue of evening parking restrictions imposed in connection with snow removal.  Mr. Paravola noted that he had previously made inquiries to the City concerning this matter, as had been requested by Mr. Conway, and reviewed the information previously provided to him by the City regarding the parking restriction enforcement.  Following discussion, Mr. Paravola advised that he would try to track further with the City on this matter.
No other new business matters were raised for consideration by the Board.

It was noted that the next meeting of the Board was scheduled for Tuesday July 22, 2008 at 7:30 a.m. at City Hall. 
There being no other business to come before the Board of Directors, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 a.m.









________________________________









         Secretary
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