ELMHURST CITY CENTRE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MINUTES OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

HELD ON JULY 22, 2008

A meeting of the Board of Directors of Elmhurst City Centre was held on July 22, 2008 at Elmhurst City Hall, pursuant to notice given to each of the Directors.


The following Directors were present:

Commercial Property
Merchant Members
Residential Property
Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio (Ald.)
Jeff Budgell

Phyllis Butt

Barrett Gleixner

Tom Borchert

Frank Catalano

Charles Mueller

Joe Merle

John Quigley


                    Ed Conway (at 8:45)
Kevin O’Keeffe




John Said


Margie Fitzharris

Christy Sopko




M. Tegmeyer
Willis Johnson

The following Directors were not in attendance at the meeting:

Commercial Property
Merchant Members
Residential Property
Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio (Ald.)



Natalie Zysko-Leuzzi
Annette Armstrong


John Gow





   

   Glen Carley (Alt.)


Diane Gutenkauf






   Susan Danner (Alt.)


Stephen Hipskind
Brian Murphy



Michael Regan

Also present at the meeting were Tom Paravola, Executive Director from the City Centre Office; and Martha Corner, City of Elmhurst Economic Development Manager.   

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 a.m. 

No City Centre members were present to address the Board.

Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the minutes of the regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors held on June 24, 2008 were approved, as presented.


The Board turned to consideration of reports from and on Alliance members.
Mr. Borchert reported on several matters involving the City of Elmhurst, including the City Council’s approval of the Hahn Street project, and the City now having contractors for the repairs to be made to Palmer Drive, the streetscaping work to be undertaken on York Road and the reconstruction of the City Centre and police plazas.  Mr. Borchert further reported that the City had sent the new wayfinding signs out for fabrication, and that the City was redoing its website.

Mr. Johnson questioned whether, in light of the City’s intended construction of additional commuter parking spots along the rail line as previously reported by Mr. Borchert, the City could move some commuter parking out of the Schiller deck to make room for more shopper parking in the deck.  Mr. Borchert advised that he would look into the matter.

Mr. Said reported on several matters involving the Department of Zoning, Planning and Economic Development, including a recent retail grant review committee meeting and the status of work on the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

Mr. Borchert and Mr. Said departed from the meeting. 
Mr. Quigley reported that the City Council Finance Committee was recommending a sales tax increase of one-half percent, and that the Elmhurst Chamber of Commerce was and would be continuing to speak against any such sales tax increase.  Mr. Quigley further reported on several other matters involving the Chamber of Commerce.
Mr. O’Keeffe questioned how Elmhurst City Centre could work with the Chamber of Commerce to oppose a sales tax increase.  The Board engaged in extended discussion as to whether ECC should take a position opposing the sales tax increase, the details of what any such position should be and, if taking a position, how such position should be expressed and communicated to the City Council Finance Committee.  Mr. O’Keeffe moved that City Centre send a letter to the City opposing the sales tax increase and instead proposing a property tax increase.  Mr. Catalano suggested sending an information piece to City Centre merchants advising them of the situation and suggesting that, if the merchants were concerned, they should attend the Finance Committee meeting and express their opinions.
Following further discussion, upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the Board approved sending an information piece to all Elmhurst City Centre merchant members, advising of the proposed sales tax increase and that merchant members with an interest or opinion on the matter could attend and express their opinion at either or both of the Finance Committee meeting or the full City Council meeting at which the proposed sales tax increase would be considered.  Mr. Budgell suggested and it was agreed that Mr. Paravola should prepare a draft of such information piece to be reviewed and finalized by a working group consisting of Mr. Budgell, Mr. Catalano and Mr. Quigley.
Ms. Tegmeyer reported on several matters involving the City’s Visitor and Tourism office.


Mr. Budgell noted that Retail Recruitment Consultant Cathy Maloney’s June written report had been included in the meeting packets.   

Mr. Paravola reported on matters involving City Centre, as discussed at the July 18, 2008 Business Alliance meeting with the City and the Chamber of Commerce.
The Board turned to consideration of regular monthly and informational reports from the Executive Director.
Mr. Paravola distributed and reviewed the composite Statement of Assets, Liabilities and Net Assets and Statement of Revenue & Expenses as of June 30, 2008, as prepared by Max Results based on information provided by the Office.  Mr. Paravola advised that Max Results provides to the Office and that he reviews extended, detailed monthly financial statements, delineating accounting between the two SSA’s and inclusive of supporting schedules tracking to the annual budget.  Mr. Paravola discussed with the Board the level of detail of the monthly financial reporting that the Board desired to be provided for review at its monthly meetings.  Following discussion, it was agreed that the Board should receive, on a monthly basis, composite financial statements comparable to those distributed to the Board at the current meeting, with perhaps a one page summary of particularly relevant financial information, and that the Board should receive, on a quarterly basis, the full detailed financial statements prepared by Max Results.  Mr. Johnson suggested that the Budget Committee should review the detailed financial statements at its monthly meetings. 
Mr. Paravola briefly reviewed the Notes of the July meetings of the Downtown Services Committee and the Marketing and Promotion Committee, as had been included in the meeting packets for informational purposes.  Mr. Paravola noted that the Budget Committee and the Member Education and Networking Committee had not met in June.

Mr. Paravola noted that no items were included on the agenda under reports/discussion/action regarding financial matters.

The Board turned to consideration of general corporate matters.
Mr. Paravola reported that materials for the 2008 nomination and election of individuals to the City Centre Board of Directors had been timely sent to all commercial property owner and merchant members, as set forth in the Schedule for 2008 Nomination and Election of Directors From Commercial Property Owner and Merchant Member Classes as previously reviewed with the Board by Mr. Paravola.  

The Board turned to consideration of SSA #7 Maintenance Area matters.  

Mr. Paravola reported that, as indicated in its meeting notes, the Downtown Services Committee was recommending that City Centre currently contract with McFarlane Douglas & Companies for the 2008/2009 winter/holiday season decorating.  Mr. Paravola distributed and reviewed the McFarlane Douglas written proposal for the holiday season/winter decorating and a suggested motion for approval of the contract with the company.  Mr. Catalano noted that McFarlane Douglas specialized in holiday displays, and Mr. Merle observed that the company had new ideas for creative designs.

Following discussion, upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the Board approved entering into a contract with McFarlane Douglass & Companies for the 2008/2009 holiday season/winter decorating, substantially on the terms set forth in the proposal submitted by McFarlane Douglass setting forth a total contract amount of $52,407; subject to the Executive Director having the authority to adjust various line items and the itemized costs therefore, within such total contract amount, to address (1) installation issues identified by the contractor for placement and practicalities of particular tree lighting, light pole swags and planter decorations, and (2) decoration issues presented if the City Centre plaza is available for holiday season/winter decorating.

Mr. O’Keeffe suggested that the holiday season decorating should not be concentrated only around the City Centre plaza, and that perhaps there should be music throughout the City Centre area.  Mr. Catalano noted the value of attractions to draw people to the area.  Mr. Conway suggested that perhaps wireless speakers could be installed throughout the area, and Mr. Johnson reported that this had been done in Oak Park.  

The Board turned to consideration of SSA #6 Business Area matters.  
Mr. Paravola reported that as of the current date the Office had received 35 responses to the Elmfest survey form sent to the 287 City Centre merchant members, and that he would be compiling the results and providing a report to the Chamber of Commerce and the Board. 

Mr. Paravola noted that the meeting packets had included, for informational purposes, a “Draft Concept Overview” for the forthcoming “Dining Nights” marketing initiative.
The Board turned to consideration of new business matters.
Mr. Gleixner noted a concern raised by a Crescent Court resident regarding an item maintained by a City Centre business in front of its York Road storefront.
Mr. Conway suggested that City Centre take advantage of advertising opportunities involving electronic and hard copy signage at the train station.
No other new business matters were raised for consideration by the Board.

It was noted that the next meeting of the Board was scheduled for Tuesday August 26, 2008 at 7:30 a.m. at City Hall. 
There being no other business to come before the Board of Directors, the meeting was adjourned at 9:40 a.m.
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         Secretary
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